Colonization
This assignment is a basic look at some of the reasons why the English planted colonies in North America at the end of the sixteenth and the beginning of the seventeenth centuries.  Read thoughtfully and be prepared to answer questions regarding motives of different groups of settlers at different times.  
Answer the questions that follow each passage on a separate sheet of paper. 
A. An English Pamphleteer Discusses Reasons to Colonize (George Peckham, 1583) 

It is well worth observing what making voyages of discovery and planting colonies in the East and West Indies have brought to the kingdoms of Portugal and Spain.  Because of these new discoveries there are so many jobs that unemployment has been wiped out.  But in spite of all the laws that we have passed our commonwealth is filled with loiterers and idle vagabonds.  We have been at peace and we have had no plagues (two singular blessings of Almighty God), and we have grown more populous than ever before.  Now there are so many people that they can hardly live together, so many that they often fall to thieving and other evil ways.  If we planted colonies, petty thieves might be condemned for a number of years in the new lands, especially in Newfoundland, to work in the forests.  They could saw and fell trees, make pitch, tar resin and soap ashes, beat and work hemp for cordage and in the more southern parts, go to work in mines, in planting sugarcane and in planting vineyards. 

In short this enterprise will provide something for all sorts of men to work upon.  An English gentleman told me that while he was a prisoner in Spain not long since, he heard the treasurer of the West Indies say that there was no way to hinder his master, King Philip II, more than to plant a colony upon a coast near Florida.  Now thinking about the way King Philip might be injured, I would begin with the West Indies, to lay there the chief foundation to overthrow him.  Once we undermine the foundation of his power in the West Indies, his whole empire will collapse around him.  If we can cut off for a while the treasure he gets from the Indies, all his territories in Europe outside of Spain will slide away from him and the Moors might even invade Spain itself.  The people will revolt in all his foreign territories and cut the throats of the proud, hateful Spaniards, their governors.  If you touch him in the Indies, you touch the apple of his eye and take away this treasure.  When his treasure is cut off, his armies will soon be disbanded, his purposes defeated, his power and strength diminished, his pride reduced, and his tyranny utterly suppressed…  

Many men of excellent wit and great talent, overcome by some folly of youth, who are not able to live in England, may there be raised up again and do their country good service.  Many soldiers and sailors who have retired from the army and navy may be sent there to the common profit and quit of England. 

The wandering beggars of England who grow up idly and burdensome to this realm may be sent there and better bred up and may people this waste country to the benefit of England and to their own happiness. 
According to Peckham: 

a. How will colonization benefit England economically? 
b. How would colonization benefit England in its struggle with Spain, led by King Philip II? 
B. An English landlord wrote the following in 1623.
Right honorable brother, …Our country was never in that want that now it is…  there are many thousands in these parts who have sold all they have even to their bed straw and cannot get work to earn any money.  Dog’s flesh is a dainty dish and found upon search in many houses, also such horseflesh as hath lain long.  And the other day one stole a sheep who for mere hunger tore a leg out and did eat it raw.  
According to the English landlord: 

a. How poor are the people in the English country side?  How would colonization help these people?  

C. John Smith, a leader of the Jamestown (Virginia) expedition in 1607, wrote the following. 
Here in America nature and liberty affords us that freely which in England we want or have to pay dearly for.  What pleasure can be more than.. fishing in their own boats upon the sea; where man, woman, and child, with a small hook and line… may take different sorts of fish at their pleasure?  And is it not pretty sport to pull up twopence, six pence, and twelve pence as fast as you can haul a line?  He is a very bad fisher that cannot kill in one day with his hook and line, one, two, or three hundred cods; which dressed and dried can be sold for ten shillings the hundred… For hunting also; the woods, lakes, and rivers afford not only sufficient sport but such beasts to hunt that besides the delicacy of their bodies for food, their skins are so rich, as may well reward thy daily labor with a Captain’s pay…
According to John Smith, what opportunities exist in Virginia? 
D. The following is a passage from Captain John Smith, History of Virginia, 1624.
The worst [among us were the gold seekers who] with their golden promises made all men their slaves in the hope of recompenses.  There was no talk… but dig gold, wash gold, refine gold. load gold…
According to John Smith, what were colonists most interested in? 
E. John Winthrop, a staunch Puritan who helped found Massachusetts Bay colony wrote in 1630. 

It will be an important service to the Church to carry the Gospel into these parts of the world and to raise a barrier against the kingdom of anti-Christ, which the Jesuits are trying to establish there. 

All the churches of Europe except ours have begun to embrace sinful ways.  Hence, evil times may come upon us.  Perhaps God has provided this place as a refuge for those He wants to save.  The Church has no better place to fly than into the wilderness. What better work can there be than to go there and provide tabernacles and food for the day when the Church comes there.  

This land grows weary of her inhabitants so that a man, who is the most precious of all creatures, is here more vile and base than the earth and of less value than a horse or sheep.  The government forces masters to take care of servants, parents to maintain their children, and all towns complain of the burden of the poor.  Thus it has come to pass that children, servants, and neighbors, especially if they are poor, have become the greatest burdens, while if times were right, they would be our greatest earthly blessings.

The whole earth is the Lord’s garden and He has given it to the sons of men with a general commission.  Increase and multiply and replenish the earth and subdue it…

The schools and churches are so corrupted that most children are led astray…

What can be a better work and more honorable and worthy for a Christian than to help to raise and support a particular church while it is in its infancy.   
According to John Winthrop:

a. What is the status of English churches? What may happen to England and Europe? 
b. What opportunity exists in the colonies? 
F. Winthrop wrote the following in 1630 before embarking to New England; this sermon was entitled “A Model of Christian Charity.” 

The end [or purpose of their colonization effort] is to improve our lives to do more service to the Lord and comfort and increase the body of Christ of which we are members, so that ourselves and our posterity may be better preserved from the common corruptions of this evil world in order to serve the Lord and work out our salvation under the power and purity of His holy ordinance. ..
We must consider that we shall be as a city upon a hill.  The eyes of all people are upon us, so that if we shall deal falsely with our God in this work we have undertaken, and so cause him to withdraw his present help from us, we shall be made a story and a by-word through the world.
According to John Smith: 

a. What was his purpose in settling in the New England? 
b. What would be the mission of his colony? 
G. John Higginson, 1662

My Fathers and Brethren, this is never to be forgotten that New England is originally a plantation of Religion, not a Plantation of Trade.  Let merchants… remember this… that worldly gain was not the end and design of the people of New England, but Religion. 
According to John Higginson: 

a. How had the goal of the New England colonies changed? 

b. How does this reflect the ideas of Smith and Peckham? 
